Safe handling and administration of blood components: review of practical concepts.
The more advanced we become, the more evident are the infectious and noninfectious risks of the blood supply. Infectious risks are somewhat straightforward and are addressed by implementing stricter donor criteria and testing. The noninfectious risks, however, are more complicated. Each step in the transfusion process, beginning with the physician who orders a transfusion to the actual transfusion of the component, is subject to adverse outcomes and increases the noninfectious risks of transfusion. The challenges to provide the safest blood possible with zero risk have resulted in the implementation of stringent standards from both the American Association of Blood Banks and the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations. A series of case scenarios serve as the basis for discussion of the risks, which affect the safety and administration of blood components, inherent in the transfusion process. Journals, textbooks, Internet. The transfusion process is a complex multistep process with inherent risks. Infectious risks of transfusion are being adequately addressed such that the noninfectious risks of transfusion are becoming much more evident. Patient safety can be compromised if each step of the transfusion process is not completed according to established policies and procedures at each individual institution.